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The Visitor 
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 4  V O L U M E  5 3   I S S U E  2  

 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Lent begins February 14 with Ash Wednesday.  Lent is a Latin word that means “spring.”  
So, it’s a hopeful word.  Even with the current winter cold, snow and ice, we’re looking 
forward to warmer temperatures, green plants and colorful flowers. 
 
But Lent IS disruptive.  Sometimes life can be overwhelming.  We’re breathless running 
here and there fulfilling work, volunteer, family or social responsibilities.  There seems to 
be little time to just enjoy life.  There certainly is little time for inner reflection or finding 
the meaning in the events and relationships in our lives.  And then here comes Lent right 
in the middle of all that busyness. 
 
If we take Lent seriously, it truly is a breath of spring.  The practices of Lent invite us to 
be still, reflect and make different choices in our lives.  During Lent we slow down, take 
stock and BE.   Lent gives us the opportunity to truly experience who we really are. 
 
One of the spiritual practices of Lent is fasting.  Jokes abound on the topic.  People fast 
from chocolate or other favorite foods and comment about losing weight. People choose 
an electronics fast and take bets on how long that will last.  The point is somehow lost.  
These “sacrifices” aren’t to pay back Jesus for His sacrifice or to make us miserable in 
payment for sin.  Fasting is to let go of the things which fill or distract us so we can get a 
clearer picture of what distracts us from what’s really important. 
 
Consistent, intentional practice is necessary for our hearts to soften and be opened to 
God’s abundant unconditional love and forgiveness.  It is a process that is both life giving 
and life changing.  We grow into our best selves.  
 
Jesus says, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  (Matt 5:21)  
Basically, what we cherish is where we’ll find our heart – not the other way around.  
What do you cherish – really?  The practices of Lent highlight the real story.   Jesus 
wants to be our number one priority.  
 
 Slow down this Lent.  Fast, pray, read Scripture, serve another, give alms.  These are all 
the traditional Lenten practices.  Above all – take time to be still and listen.  God loves 
you and wants a relationship with you. Relationships take intentional time to grow. 
 
Blessings as we begin our Lenten journey, 
 

Pastor Barb 
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DECEMBER ATTENDANCE 

DATE 
IN-PERSON STREAMED 

12/3 
112 112 

12/10 
93 74 

12/17 
122 82 

12/24 

(Day) 

83 94 

12/24 

(Nite) 

248 300 

12/31 
75 52 

DECEMBER INFORMATION 

DEC Income  66,038.08 

DEC Expenses 31,380.45 

YTD Budget Underspent 
(Overspent)  

34,657.63 

KEEPING UP WITH TRINITY 

SEWING GROUP 
Feb 28, 2024 @ 11 AM 

@ Carol H’s home.  
For more info call/email 

 the church office. 

 

We Need Sponsors! 

Sign up on the bulletin board in hallway  

or call the church office. 

**Please be sure to  indicate who they 

are being dedicated to** 

Altar Flowers  - $40 

Children’s Bulletins—$3 
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COMING UP @ TRINITY 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
SERVICE 

 

Trinity Lutheran will be hosting 
the LARC Service 

Wednesday February 21  

We ask volunteers to bring a crock pot of 
soup, any flavor.   We shall need 12 pots 
labeled with your name. Please bring to 
the social hall at 5 PM, as the dinner starts at 5:30 PM.   
You may bring a ladle marked also with your name,  
and perhaps a card with the name of the soup.  
Volunteers are also welcome for both the set up, and the clean up.   
For planning purposes, please let Jim or Jean Druckenbrod know of your  
contribution.   
Thank you for your consideration.  
Jim Druckenbrod 

There will be TWO 
Ash Wednesday services on  
February 14:  
Noon and 7:00 PM.   

 
Both services will include the  
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion.    
Ash Wednesday begins Lent. The ashes are 
made from the palms we wave on Palm  
Sunday. Wearing the ashes reminds us of our 
mortality and focuses our hearts on our need 
for repentance.  
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LARC SCHEDULE 
LENT 2024       THEME:  Drawing Nearer to God 

We will be having Wednesday Lenten services at the Lutheran, Anglican (Episcopalian),  

and Roman Catholic Churches (LARC Churches) February 21 through March 20 at 7:00 p.m.  

You are invited to stay for a time of conversation following worship. 

 
 

LENT SOUP SUPPERS   A soup and bread supper will be held each Wednesday evening at 5:30  

AT THE CHURCH WHERE WORSHIP WILL BE HELD.   

 

 

LENTEN OFFERINGS  The LARC Lenten offerings will be donated to NETWork Ministry.  
NETWork Ministry is an urban youth ministry for children and 
teens in Chambersburg.  
Since 1993, they have been committed to sharing in the love of 
Christ with those who are most vulnerable in our community. 
Their desire is to minister to the whole person with the gospel of 
Jesus. They especially seek to equip children and young adults 
with the skills necessary for these four areas of focus: spiritual 
growth, academic achievement, life management, and Christian  
leadership. This is accomplished through a variety of after school 
and summer opportunities for youth.  
Checks may be made payable to LARC.  

  
Date /Time: 7:00 

  

  
Name of Jesus 

  
Location 

  
Preacher 

  
February 21 

  

  
Emmanuel 

Trinity Lutheran  
431 Philadelphia Ave 
Chambersburg 17201 

(717) 263-8156 

  
Pastor Mike Allwein 

  
February 28 

  
  

  
Beloved Son 

Corpus Christi Catholic 

320 Philadelphia Ave 
Chambersburg 17201 

(717-) 264-6317 

  
Pastor Jane Nichol-

son 

  
March 6 

  

  
Rabbi 

Trinity Episcopal 
58 S 2nd St 

Chambersburg  17201 
(717) 264-6351 

  
Pastor Barb Barry 

  
March 13 

  

  
Suffering Servant 

First Lutheran 
43 W Washington St 
Chambersburg 17201 

717-264-2015 

  
Mother Pat Dickson 

  
March 20 

  
Lamb of God 

Solomon’s Lutheran 
4856 Wayne Rd 

Chambersburg 17202 
717-267-2266 

  
Father Allan Wolfe 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Trinity+Episcopal+Chambersburg+PA&sxsrf=AJOqlzWXMUVrQeYTmQEKTpmf5dksMmMoUw%3A1673472879090&ei=byu_Y8b6BNav5NoP-uabgAM&ved=0ahUKEwiG7v6jvMD8AhXWF1kFHXrzBjAQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=Trinity+Episcopal+Chambersburg+PA&gs_lcp=Cgxnd3Mtd2l6L
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THANK YOU 

To Our Wonderful Church Family, 
 
Thank you for all your prayers, flowers, visits, (Pastor Barb) (Pastor Ruth), Barb Montgomery and the  
shut-in gifts. It has been a very different holiday for us, with Diane’s hospitalization, then rehab.  
My physical health has been deteriorating and the two of us no longer make a whole.   
2024 will see changes in our living conditions.  So please keep us in your prayers. 
We feel so blessed with our wonderful Church Family. 
Love, 
Floss and Diane Sterner 
Wasn’t Christmas Eve Service Wonderful!!! 
 
 
 
 
Dear Trinity Family, 
 
I would like to thank my Trinity Family for the very pretty Christmas Flower arrangement I received.  It 
looked so pretty on the small stand that Larry had built for me a couple years ago. 
 
Thank you, 
Mary Royce 

            Some Suggestions for Fasting 
    Fast from hurting words and say kind words. 
    Fast from resentment and be filled with gratitude. 
    Fast from anger and be filled with patience. 
    Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope. 
    Fast from worries and have trust in God. 
    Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity. 
    Fast from pressures and be prayerful. 
    Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy. 
    Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others. 
    Fast from grudges and be reconciled. 
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ADULT GROUPS 

Christian Reading Book Club meet the 3rd Wednesday of the month, in 
the lounge at Trinity, at 4 PM. 
 
Currently reading, “Radical Optimism” by Beatrice Bruteau. It highlights 
many of the themes we covered before: living in the present moment, 
safety in God's Unconditional Love and that we all belong.  And there is 
great adventure for us ahead in her discussion on leisure (Sabbath rest), 
cultivating imagination in our spiritual meditation and/or scripture 
reading, and her concept of God's radical optimism (once it percolates 
into us) allowing us to become radically optimistic about ourselves, each 
other, and the fate of God's world. 
 
Please buy your own copy of the book.  I purchase used books on-line at a 
fraction of their cost, even after shipping. 

 
Contact either Wallace or myself if you have any questions or suggestions.       
Jim Druckenbrod 
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SERVICE TEAM 

STEWARDSHIP 

Soup and Vegetable Cans Continually Needed 
 

10 ¾ oz. soup, 14.5 oz. vegetable, and 15 oz. fruit cans are need for daffodil 
arrangements. Each year the third week in March the Service Team makes and gives  

the arrangements to Meals on Wheels for delivery to the meal recipients.   
Please place clean cans in the marked bin in the church office.  Thank you. 

Gift Cards for Seminary Students 
 
The Lutheran Seminary students have minimal  
opportunities to work and often have families while 
studying at the Lutheran Seminary in Gettysburg. The 
Service Team would like your help to provide the  
students financially with $25.00 Visa, Master Card, Walmart or Giant gift cards.  
The cards may be given to Louisa Etter or the church office by February 14. 
Thank you for your continued support, The Service Team! 

2024 Stewardship Emphasis 

We begin Lent on Ash Wednesday February 14 and it  
continues for 40 days into Holy Week. Just as Christ, Elijah, and Moses went to the mountains or desert to 

pray and fast and prepare themselves for their life calling, we may also  
enter into prayer, fasting and almsgiving. 

 
Lent is a fitting time to begin our  
stewardship emphasis for 2024,  

“Where your treasure is,  
there your heart will be also” 

 
We kick off on February 18 with “What is Stewardship?” Each week thereafter we will look at one of the 

many gifts God has given us and how we might better use them to  
God’s Glory. The gifts: Word of God; Vocation; Avocation;  

Relationships; Time & Talent; and Financial Resources. 
 

We will present our Estimates of Giving and  
Time and Talents on April 14 or 21. Our goal is to receive 100 or more of Estimates of Giving.  

 
A celebration of Stewardship Luncheon will be held after worship on April 28 
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MONTHLY COUNCIL UPDATE  
 
 
 
Council Highlights January 2024 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: 
Thank you letters were received from: SCCAP and Lutheran BOPIC for  
generous donations totaling $949.00 
 
*Welcome: Ken Saylor to Council.  Ken will be filling in the open position on Council 
 
STAFF REPORTS:    
Pastor Barry -   
• Monica Crider began working as the new Communications Secretary on December 4,2023.  Christie’s 

last day working in the office was December 20,2023.  The rest of the training was done remotely. 
• Attended the funeral of Gretchen Kampmeyer. 
• Met with Scott Boone, the IT professional. 
• It was decided to have a weekly staff meeting.  Staff will also be organizing the cabinets and supplies. 
• Has joined a community called, “Breathing in Christ.”  It is a year long experiment in learning to live 

wholistically through spiritual practice addressing physical, emotional and spiritual health. 
• Darcy Aurand was the first youth lector.  Hoping to have a youth lector on the first Sunday of each 

month. 
• Also need to continue to seek adult participation in the Acolyte Program. 
• Attended a showing of the Grief Share film. 
 
Pastor Ruth reported the following: 
• Member phone calls (including family, nursing home) 76 
• Member visits (home, nursing-retirement home, hospital) 16 
• Office, pastor, committee phone calls, tests, emails, meetings 25 
• Funerals – 1 Leland Schaffer 

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:   
 
LEARNING: 
• Plans continue for the National Youth Gathering.  A meeting will be held with parents, youth and  
      chaperones to make a schedule for the five learning sessions required for attendance. 
• The fundraiser bulletin board will be redone. 
• Funds raised will become part of Leaning’s budget for future youth service opportunities. 
• Post-confirmation Sunday school class and youth group formation are on hold. 
• Still need a co-teacher for grades 3-5 
• Background checks need to be updated.  Mary Jo will notify those people.  Documents will remain in 

the office safe when received. 
• Children and youth will be encouraged to make donations to the Food Pantry for Lent. 
• Pastor Barb will start an adult confirmation class on February 4. This will last approximately 6-8 

weeks. 
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SERVICE: 
• Blessing Box contributions need to nonperishable. 
• Salvation Arm Bell Ringers was a success.  $622.55 was collected.  Kudos to all the volunteers. 
• The Inter Faith Community meeting will be held on January 11 at the Chambersburg Hospital. 
• 26 Gifts were prepared for Shut ins.  Cloth bags and tissue paper were donated.  Thank you note will 

be mailed to the person who donated the cloth bags. 
• Sharon Emmons will continue as Trinity’s liaison to the Auxiliary. 
• 60 activity books with Christmas cards were delivered to the Head Start children. 
• Volunteers are needed to help hang hats, scarves and mittens for First Lutheran’s NTT on January 13 

and January 15. 
• The Christmas dinner was a huge success Gloria reported that 105 attended. 
 
WORSHIP: 
• There is a need to know where all the items are stored for the Christmas event as well as any other 

special events for the seasons of the church. 
• It was decided that there will be two services for Ash Wednesday.  A noon as well as the 7:00 service. 
• A question was raised about the sanctuary door being open.   
• Acolytes are needed.  Adults should participate.   
 
PROPERTY: 

• Ray reported the Whitmore Group will be doing a comprehensive study of the masonry repairs in 
the church especially in the bell tower. 

• The AC unit will be replaced in the spring 
• A question was raised on the status of the Altar rail.  This has been tabled until more estimates are 

received. 
 
STEWARDSHIP:   
• Met on November 7 to discuss plans for the Spring Campaign.  Theme will be All  
• Seasons Stewardship.    
• A thank you Luncheon will be provided at the end of April. 
• Pledge cards need to be completed by Council by April 9 
• Book Study will be held on Tuesday, January 30.  Sign up is on bulletin board in hallway. 
• Photos are needed for the various ministries of Trinity to be displayed at the luncheon. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:   
• The Emergency Planning Committee did not meet in December.  A meeting will be scheduled soon. 
• The Retreat to discuss CDTF recommendations will be held on Saturday, January 20 at the  
      Fleck Center.  Lunch will be provided. 
• Weather related cancellation seemed to go well. 
• A nominee is needed for the Endowment Fund Committee.  Evan will speak with Janelle regarding 

this. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
• Congregational Meeting for Sunday January 28th after 10:00 service. 

• Annual reports will be presented for each committee and pastors, elect Endowment Fund Committee 
nominees. 

• Appoint Delegates for Synod Conventions held in June. (We need 2) 

• Should we do Mission or Standard focused budget for Stewardship. Evan will speak with Phil. 

 

Thank you and God Bless, 

Evan Sutton, Council President 
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YOUTH & FAMILY NEWS 

KID’S CORNER 

 

Fundraising for Youth Activities Continues!  

The NYG group has started the process. They have 
relocated the donation bulletin board to make it more 
visible and easier to access. Monies raised will first be 

used for the Gathering and then for youth  
service retreats in the future.  

 

This is how we build community!  
 

Thank You for Helping Our 

Kids on Their Faith Journey! 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 

A Confirmation 101 Refresher Class is starting on  
Sunday, Feb 4, at 9AM in the Lounge.   
The class will run for 6 to 8 weeks during the  
Sunday School hour.   
Pastor Barb will cover the topics in the Small  
Catechism: Sacraments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, and the 
Commandments.   
Come join us in deepening your understanding of the basics 
of faith and encounter Christ in exciting new ways.   
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READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 

FEBRUARY BIBLE READINGS 
Feb 1 Luke 21-22 Feb 12 Acts 1-3 Feb 23 Rom 1-3 

Feb 2 Luke 23-24 Feb 13 Acts 4-6 Feb 24 Rom 4-7 

Feb 3 John 1-2 Feb 14 Acts 7-8 Feb 25 Rom 8-10 

Feb 4 John 3-4 Feb 15 Acts 9-10 Feb 26 Rom 11-13 

Feb 5 John 5-6 Feb 16 Acts 11-13 Feb 27 Rom 14-16 

Feb 6 John 7-8 Feb 17 Acts 14-15 Feb 28 1 Cor 1-4 

Feb 7 John 9-10 Feb 18 Acts 16-17   

Feb 8 John 11-12 Feb 19 Acts 18-20   

Feb 9 John 13-15 Feb 20 Acts 21-23   

Feb 10 John 16-18 Feb 21 Acts 24-26   

Feb 11 John 19-21 Feb 22 Acts 27-28   

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 

1 Judith Mitchell 10 Donald Bitner 24 Judith Trego 

 Nathan Wadas  Lehava Brown  Forest Warren 

2 William Etter 12 Isabella Barkman  Vickie Witter 

 Maria Lerda   Addison Flack 25 James Barra  

3 Rachel Fischer 13 Benjamin Overcash  Stephen Flack 

 James Moe 14 Marjorie Dick   Amanda Upham 

4 Samantha Einherst 15 Kelly Hamilton 26 Finley Buhrman 

 Virginia Shreiner  Linda Werlev  Beth Hile 

5 Thomas Gilbert 18 Betty Simpson 28 Robert Koenig 

8 May Elizabeth Barra 19 Linda Snurr   

 Debra Feldman 21 Eileen Hoffman-Meier   

 JudyAnn Royce  Kyle Staley   

 Gregory Woods 22 Sarah Voight   

  23 Greg Fischer   

https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=luke+21-22
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=luke+23-24
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+1-2
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+3-4
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+5-6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+7-8
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+9-10
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+11-12
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+13-15
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+16-18
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=john+19-21
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+1-3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+4-6
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+7-8
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+9-10
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+11-13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+14-15
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+16-17
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+18-20
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+21-23
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+24-26
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=acts+27-28
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=rom+1-3
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=rom+4-7
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=rom+8-10
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=rom+11-13
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=rom+14-16
https://www.christianity.com/bible/search/?ver=nrs&q=1cor+1-4
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
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New Discount Cards  

Please see your SpiriTrust Lutheran  
Chambersburg Auxiliary  

representative,  
Sharon Emmons to get yours at     

mysunni@comcast.net / 
or 717-264-3977.   

The sale benefits  
Luther Ridge Community--residents. 

 Thank you , Debbie Sanders and Judy Tinberg for providing 
lunch on December 13th.  Eleven were served. 

 
Thank you, Helen Wlazlowski for partnering with me to provide 

lunch on January 10th.  
Eleven were served.  

 
The kindness and generosity of Trinity’s volunteers is 

heartwarming and appreciated and above all, a blessing to this 
ministry.  

 

Please contact Carol Hutsler  
at (717) 496-8941  

HELPING HANDS 

mailto:mysunni@comcast.net
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Wednesday March 20, 2024 

 

@trinitychambersburg 
If you are a member and would like to  
be part of Trinity’s Church Members 

Group to get the latest news, go to  
* Trinity’s Facebook page  

* Groups 
* Request to join the Members Group. 

HELPING HANDS 

 

 

TRINITY’S 
BLESSING BOX 
ONLY NEW BOXES &  

CANS NEEDED  

Have you added food to it?  
Hungry people use it daily! 

Join us Sundays @ 10 AM 

Trinity Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Chambersburg 

trinitychambersburg/ 

OUR WEBSITE 
 

trinitylutheranchambers-
burg.org/worship/worship-

services/ 

 

@trinitylutherancburg 

https://www.facebook.com/trinitychambersburg/
http://trinitylutheranchambersburg.org/worship/worship-services/
http://trinitylutheranchambersburg.org/worship/worship-services/
http://trinitylutheranchambersburg.org/worship/worship-services/
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Non-Profit Org.  
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
Chambersburg, Pa. 

Permit No. 106 

DATED MATERIAL - PLEASE DO NOT DELAY 

TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
431 Philadelphia Avenue 
Chambersburg, PA  17201 

 
 

“Growing in God” 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

For more information: 
www.trinitylutheranchambersburg.org 
      @trinitychambersburg 

        Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Chambersburg 
        @Trinitylutherancburg 
 

717-263-8156 
email: office@trinitychbg.org Sunday Worship  

10 AM - Traditional  
(in-person & streamed) 


