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One of my favorite hymns in the ELCA Hymnal for communion is based 
on Psalm 34:8, “Taste and see that the Lord is good!” (Perhaps we can sing 
it one Sunday in worship!) It just so happens to be our scripture theme for 
the month of October! 
 Fall is my favorite time of the year.  I love all the food associated 
with fall—Apple Cider donuts, caramel apples, pumpkin bread, pumpkin 
pie, basically, anything pumpkin!  I love how after a long hot summer; the 
days cool down and it is beautiful to be outside.  Of course, fall is the time 
of year the leaves start to change, and we experience beauty unimagined in 
many parts of the country.  There are so many things to taste and see and 
smell in the fall.  It is truly a wonderful time of year.  I don’t know about 
you, but I see God in all of it!   
 There is a famous quotation ascribed to Benjamin Franklin on the 
topic of beer.  Supposedly he once said, “Beer is proof that God loves us 
and wants us to be happy.”  For those of us who enjoy a good 
“Octoberfest” this time of year, I can see why he would say such a thing.  
But I would add so much more to that statement than simply “beer.”  I 
would say, “Life, family, food, good drink, the beauty of creation, 
pleasurable company, a loving church community, etc. is proof that God 
loves us and wants us to be happy!”  In all these things, taste and see that 
the Lord is good! 
 Take some time during these days of fall and reflect on all the 
goodness in your life God has blessed you with.  Perhaps you will discover 
something new in your life that is proof to you God loves you and wants 
you to be happy! 
 As we gather for worship as the people of God this fall at Trinity and 
as you live out your life in ministry to those around you, look for the signs 
of God in everything!  Sometimes it is just a matter of being intentional, 
paying attention and looking and listening; maybe even tasting.  God is 
good and God is truly present in our lives! 
 
See you in worship, 

Pastor David    
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SEPTEMBER COUNCIL HIGHLIGHTS  

ATTENDANCE 
 2020 2021 

August Attendance 1,002 1,389 

Cumulative attendance 9,431 12,861 

Weekly average 251 367 

FINANCIAL INFORMATION 

August Income  $27,081.13 

August Expenses $32,930.75 

YTD Budget Underspent 
(Overspent)  

$-5,849.62 

 Thank-you letters were received from Lutheran World Relief’s Quilt & Shipping Fund, ELCA 
World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, and CROSS (Christian Residential Opportunities & 
Social Services) for donations provided to them. 

 

 Sage reported that we’re under last year’s income by approximately $7,000.  
 

 Pastor David emphasized a couple changes that he is initiating: 
1. Removing printed prayers from bulletins to encourage us to pray vs read the prayers. 
2. Narrowing our pray for list names down. 
3. Reinstituting the “Passing of the Peace” 
4. Pastor Spomer will preach once a month at  both a Saturday & Sunday Service 
5. Beginning in October Pastor Renee will preach one Sunday a month as well as teach “Scripture 

& Coffee” 
6. Organizing: Blessing of the Animals Oct. 3; Congregational Bike Ride Oct. 9; Midweek 

Eucharist first Wed. of the month. 
7. Meeting / speaking with families with youth in grades 9-12 encouraging them to attend the 

National Youth Gathering in July. 
 

 PROPERTY:  Dewey Hutsler will be interim chair. The lease agreement with First Start has been 
renewed. The chairs in the lounge have been cleaned and will be scotch guarded.  Thank you Barb 
Montgomery. 

 

 LEARNING: VBS & Picnic was a success. The children sang songs during the Sunday service. 
 

 MUTUAL MINISTRY:  This committee should consist of 6 members. They currently need 3 new 

members as three terms are expiring.  

 CAPITAL CAMPAIGN: The committee met with our consultant, Chad and will get feedback 
from 15 members of the congregation regarding their thoughts, ideas, etc. This feedback will be 
presented to Chad by end of September.  

 

Kathy Ashway 
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KEEPING UP WITH TRINITY 

VBS Thank You 
 
 We were fortunate to be able to hold a Saturday VBS this year. The program was 
Anchored, and it focused on strengthening our relationship with God.  Seven children participated in 
Bible lessons, music, art, and games.  A big thank you goes to the parents who entrusted their children 
to us.  We enjoyed them very much. 
 
 The following folks all contributed to our VBS this year.  Another big thanks goes to Amy, 
Madi, Alison, and Hannah Ross for leading music; Kathy Hamilton for leading crafts, and Pastor 
Arlyn for leading games.  Teachers to thank were Jean Druckenbrod, Louisa Etter, and Linda 
Hins.  Thank you to Ken Runshaw and Mark Scanzello who made us an incredible boat, dubbed MJ’s 
CATamaran.  And last but not least, because this was the kids’ favorite part of the day, Elaine and 
Lois Hess-Strite for a healthy, Covid safe lunch.   
 
 We look forward to continuing Bible instruction during Sunday School.  Hope to see you there! 

 
Mary Jo Frey 
For Learning Ministry 

VBS @ TRINITY 
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COMING UP AT TRINITY 

Endowment Deadline 
October 12, 2021 

Interested in being on  
Endowment Committee?  

Contact the Church office for details. 
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COMING UP AT TRINITY 
 

Reformation Sunday (Wear Red) 
The last Sunday of October (Reformation Sunday), is the 4th most important 

festival of the Church throughout the year.  Preceded by Easter, Christmas, and Pentecost, 
Reformation marks the day when Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the church door 
in Wittenberg, Germany in 1517.  These “Theses” were a response to the teachings of the 
Church at the time that Martin Luther found contrary to scripture.   

The two central beliefs of the 95 Theses was that the Bible is the central religious 
authority for humanity and that human beings reached salvation not out of any act on 
their own, but simply by the grace of God.   

Luther of course, faced harsh criticism and ridicule from the Holy Roman Church 
and was eventually excommunicated from the Church with a price on his head.  During 
that time, he went into hiding and began translating the Bible (for the first time ever), into 
the language of the people so that average people, could read scripture for themselves.  
This of course, was aided by the invention of the Guttenberg Printing Press.  Luther also 
wrote while in exile, many other books, commentaries, and documents pertaining to faith 
and life at the time.  It is said that more than half of everything in print (worldwide), 
during Luther’s lifetime was by Luther’s pen. 

It is because of Martin Luther and the Reformation that not only does the Lutheran 
Church exist, but all protestant churches everywhere were birthed initially through this 
“Reformation movement.” 

If Martin Luther were alive today, we would still advocate for change and reform in 
the church! 

Fun fact:  Before Martin Luther, no one (other than priests and monks), participated 
in worship.  If an individual came to a “Mass, they were simply an observer.  Martin 
Luther wrote the liturgy to involve the people in worship.  He also wrote hymns of which 
he gathered the tunes from the taverns because that was the only public place people sang 
and he knew people would know those tunes.  One could say, Martin Luther was a 
contemporary Christian musician! 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
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YOUTH & FAMILY NEWS 
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THANK YOU 

KIDS CORNER 

Dear Barb, 
On behalf of the  

Trinity Church council,  
thank you for paying for  

the chair cleaning.  
What a difference it makes!  

You have created a more welcoming  
and comfortable environment for  

our congregation and visitors.  
Thanks again for your generosity! 

I would like to thank all my friends 

and relatives for the prayers, phone 

calls, food, and transportation 

provided to me during my recent 

surgery and recovery. 

 

Blessings to all, 

Debra Hutsler 

Thank you to all who brought supplies in for 
our Afghan Allies who are currently housed  
at Joint Base McGuire - Dix - Lakehurst.  
Your support  was very much appreciated. 
 
Jason Brown 
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SERVICE TEAM 
 

LWR KIT SUPPLIES NEEDED 
Dedication is October 2nd & 3rd 

Donations needed for the Lutheran World Relief school 
kits, personal care kits,  

and blankets (60x80 only) 
 

Place the items or finished kits in the marked box in the 
office. Thank you for your participation. 

Service Committee 

Tools  Hammers Flathead screwdriver Phillips head screwdriver  

Blankets (All Sizes)  Sheets (Twin & Queen) Pillows Dish Cloths 

Dish Towels Bath Towels Sauce Pans Frying Pans 

Coffee Pots Toasters Crockpots  

We had a busy few weeks. A family of a mom, dad, 2 
boys (10 & 6), 2 girls (2 & 1), and a baby girl due in 
December. A house was found for them by the shelter 
after weeks of staying in the shelter. We were able to 
provide beds for all, thanks to our Trinity Family,  
 

bunk beds for the boys, a crib for the baby that’s due using endowment funds, twin beds for the little girls 
(bed rails purchased with garage sale money). The rest of the house was furnished from our sheds, 
including household needs. A Bible and a Children’s Bible Story Book plus a brochure about Trinity and a 
verbal invitation was given. 
 
A week later we assisted a gentleman into an apartment. He had nothing. He now has everything! A bed, 
table, chairs, sofa, recliner, bookcase, tables, lamps, all household needs, plus gift cards to buy a computer 
so he can work on his education online. He was completely overwhelmed. A Bible and brochure were 
given to him. He plans to worship with us. 
 
Our summer garage sales, (thank-you Alice) have enables us to pay the rent for the shed #22 through 
January 4th. Many thanks to all the folks that give us things to sell or to use for our homeless friends. 
 
Many thanks to the men that move the furniture into the homes and who also pick up furniture that is 
donated. We have reached a point of needing things again: 

We have been asked to assist with Afghan Refugees with household needs in the near future. 
 

THANK YOU TRINITY FAMILY FOR ALL OF YOUR HELP! 
 

Floss & Diane Sterner 

THE HOMELESS  
CONNECTION 
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SERVICE TEAM 

BAKED GOODS NEEDED 
Again this year, Trinity will be honoring our first responders 
as the Saints Among Us on Saturday, Nov. 6 and Sunday, 
Nov. 7 with blessings and baked goods.  Bags for baked 
goods, in the church office, may be filled with a dozen 
cookies, a small loaf of sweet bread, 6 large brownies, or 
etc.  Please bring the baked goods to the church on Thursday, 
Nov. 4 before 1 PM, Saturday evening, Nov. 6 or Sunday 
morning, Nov 7.  Service Ministry thanks you for your 
support. 
Also: 
Anyone interested in helping to deliver the Saints Among Us 
baked goods on Sunday Nov. 7 or Monday, Nov. 8, please 
contact  Louisa Etter at 717-352-7691 or  
chamba@embarqmail.com.  Thank you. 

It’s Christmas Shoebox Time!   
Shoeboxes are due November 14th 

 It’s time to start thinking about Operation Christmas Child! 

 
Check out the display outside the office! 
1. Free OCC Plastic Shoeboxes will be available as long as supplies are available 

or you can wrap your own shoebox. 
2.  There will be pamphlets with the boy/girl labels and an envelope for the $9.00 shipping. 
     (or you can opt to pay on-line under “Follow your box”. You will print out your labels 
      and follow up on what country your box went to.) 
3. National Collection week is November 14 – 21st. Please have shoeboxes turned in by November 14th     
4. More information regarding the  “Shoebox Supply House” will be in the available pamphlets. 
      

WHAT AN OPPORTUNITY TO BE A MISSIONARY ** A SIMPLE GIFT OF A SHOEBOX 
RECEIVED BY A CHILD IN ONE OF OVER 100 COUNTRIES CAN BE LIFE CHANGING! 

IT BRINGS LOVE, JOY AND HOPE TO CHILDREN WHO MAY HAVE NEVER HAD 
A GIFT IN THERE LIVES.  ALONG WITH THIS, THEY HEAR THE GOSPEL OF JESUS 

CHRIST WITH BOOKLETS WHICH HAVE BEEN PRINTED IN THEIR OWN LANGUAGE. 
 

CHECK OUT THE VIDEO ON OUR WEBSITE ON HOW TO  PUT A SHOEBOX TOGETHER: 

https://trinitylutheranchambersburg.org/operation-christmas-child-2/ 
 
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS FEEL FREE TO CALL OR TEXT POLLY PORTNER @ 717-977-8214. 
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CONNECT WITH OTHERS 

 

ONLINE BENEFIT FOR 

World Hunger 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 

7:30 PM Central Time 
Zoom Webinar 

 
Hosted by our Bishop & Rick Steves.  

Webinar features interviews with people on the ground 
fighting hunger around the world. You will learn about 

the ways the ELCA World Hunger is addressing hunger.  
 

For more information: 
https://community.elca.org/emailviewonwebpage.aspx?

erid=9262dab8-16c6-4987-a624-
703215bfd320&trid=9262dab8-16c6-4987-a624-

703215bfd320 
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READ THE BIBLE IN A YEAR 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER BIBLE READINGS 
Oct. 1 2Chron 22-24 Oct. 12 1Cor 1-4 Oct. 23 Romans 11-13 

Oct. 2 2Chron 25-27 Oct. 13 1Cor 5-8 Oct. 24 Romans 14-16 

Oct. 3 2Chron 28-29 Oct. 14 1Cor 9-11 Oct. 25 Matt 1-4 

Oct. 4 2Chron 30-32 Oct. 15 1Cor 12-14 Oct. 26 Matt 5-7 

Oct. 5 2Chron 33-34 Oct. 16 1 Cor 15-16 Oct. 27 Matt 8-9 

Oct. 6 2Chron 35-36 Oct. 17 2 Cor 1-4 Oct. 28 Matt 10-12 

Oct. 7 James 1-5 Oct. 18 2 Cor 5-9 Oct. 29 Matt 13-14 

Oct. 8 Gal 1-3 Oct. 19 2 Cor 10-13 Oct. 30 Matt 15-17 

Oct. 9 Gal 4-6 Oct. 20 Romans 1-3 Oct. 31 Matt 18-20 

Oct. 10 1Thess 1-5 Oct. 21 Romans 4-7   

Oct. 11 2Thess 1-3 Oct. 22 Romans 8-10   

 

1 Erin Staley 14 Barbara Hardsock  Laurie Vogel 

2 Benjamin Atherton 15 Jacqueline Fisher 24 Fred Muller 

6 Erich Vogel  Leland Schaffer 25 Rebecca Bankert 

7 Brenda Zullinger 17 Elijah Brindle 26 Douglas Furness 

8 Tammy Hall  Piper Upham 27 Richard Schoenleber 

10 Gary Aurand 19 Velva Jones 28 Elizabeth Buhrman 

 Lyla Staley 22 Timothy Brindle 29 Jeri Hartman 

11 Daniel Hartman  Shirley Tomlinson 30 Luke Coder 

12 Jane Sutton  Douglas Strickland  Andrea Etter 

13 Erin Atherton 23 Jeaneen Alleman  Brooke Nelson 

 Rebecca Fischer  Jennifer Morrissette 31 Nelissa Schumacher 
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HELPING HANDS 

OCTOBER SPECIAL OFFERING  
Franklin County Shelter 

 

Our special offering for October is the Franklin 
County Shelter located on South Main Street.  
A number of years ago it became very apparent 
that emergency housing was needed for not 
only Franklin County residents, but also the 
many transients who go through our 
community.  As the result of the efforts of many 
people, a shelter for the homeless was finally 
realized.  The shelter continually needs the 
support of the community, especially the 
churches.  We commend it to your care and 
support. 

It's Time, First Lutheran's Neighborhood Task 
Team again is planning to host a Mega Event 
Giveaway in the beginning of November 2021.  
 

The NTT is collecting new and used items:  
 winter coats for men, women, & children 
 hats, scarves, mittens/gloves 
 winter clothing for men, women & children 
 shoes, boots, socks  
 brief style NEW adult underwear 
 washcloths/bath towels  
 blankets/bedding 

 

**Please wash all items before donating them.  
Donate @ First Lutheran or Trinity’s Office 

by October 17th.  
Thanks be to God who is working through us to 

help our  less fortunate neighbors.   
For more info,  

Contact Mary Gotwald at 717-264-4759 COMING  
NOVEMBER 6, 2021 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
PART-TIME JOB   

 

The Financial Secretary’s job 
position is to receive, record 
and deposit all funds into the 
bank, and forward information 

to the Treasurer. Must be a member of Trinity, detail 
oriented, have computer skills, and the ability to 
maintain confidentiality. For more information 
contact the church office. 
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Friday, October 15, 2021 

Cards are available in $50 increments.   
Cards can be used for groceries and gas. 

5% for every card sold will go to the youth. 
Available in the church office. 

HELPING HANDS 

In  need of prayers or know someone who is? 
Contact the church office  

and let us know your request.  
717-263-8156 or office@trinitychbg.org 

 

Go green to 
get green 

 Trinity Paper day  
OCTOBER 31 

 

The best vessel to put 
your recycled paper 

(including junk mail and magazines) in is  
a paper grocery bag or a cardboard box.   
Please do not tape or tie anything closed.   
This benefit helps people to stay warm.   

Thanks so much for your participation. 

 

 

TRINITY’S 
BLESSING BOX 
ONLY NEW BOXES &  

CANS NEEDED  
This box is getting lots  
of use.  Please help by 

 adding non-perishables  
to it.  There are a lot of  
hungry people using it. 

 

SPONSORS NEEDED  

Sign-up on  
bulletin board in hallway 
or call the church office. 

Altar Flowers  $40+ 

Children’s 
Bulletins  

$3 

 Thank you to Linda Lerda 
and Bert Kolva for providing 
lunch for The House of Grace 

on September 8th.   Your 
kindness and generosity is 

most appreciated.      
  

Carol Hutsler 

Spaghetti Dinner  
October 9, 2021 
5 PM—7 PM 
Solomon’s Lutheran  
Tickets sold at the door 
Adults: $10 
Children 3-10: $5 
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“Growing in God” 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

For more information: 
www.trinitylutheranchambersburg.org 
      @trinitychambersburg 

        Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Chambersburg 
        @Trinitylutherancburg 
 

717-263-8156 
email: office@trinitychbg.org 

Saturday Worship 
4 PM - Traditional 

Sunday Worship  
10 AM - Traditional  

(in-person & streamed) 

 

THAT THE LORD IS GOOD! 

PSALM 34:8 


