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Sunday, January 3, 2021 – Traditional Service

Second Sunday of Christmas

WELCOME TO ALL

Welcome to worship at Trinity Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. Even though
we are spread out and wearing masks, we are delighted to gather as one people in the name
of the risen Lord Jesus, in whose power over disease and death we take hope. Please use
this bulletin to participate in the liturgy and take it with you when the service is ended.
Don’t forget to register each week on our website or by calling the office (717-263-8156)
for the service that you wish to attend, so that we can maintain appropriate physical
distancing in our sanctuary. If you are a guest or visitor worshipping with us and did not
know to register for today’s service, no problem; we have kept open some extra seating
just in case. Simply plan to register for the service next week – and we do invite you to
worship with us again!
Bathrooms are located down the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. Our nursery
is not yet open, but the space is available for special use by individual families. If you visit
the nursery to settle a child or change a diaper, please let one of the pastors or ushers know
so that we can be sure to sanitize the room before the next service.
Ushers will dismiss worshippers at the end of the service row by row. Please wait to be
dismissed, and conduct conversations and fellowship in the fresh, open air outside. We
trust that as we take such precautions together, we follow our Lord’s command to love our
neighbor, and we help to ensure that we will be able to continue to gather for worship
during the pandemic. Thank you for working with us toward that end!
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Second Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, January 3, 2021
Traditional Service
Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies
the simple message that God is revealed in a human person.
Though we may try to understand how the Word existed
with God from the beginning of time,
the wonder we celebrate at Christmas
is that the Word continues to dwell among us.
Christ comes among us in the gathered assembly,
the scriptures, and the waters of new birth,
Through these ordinary gifts we receive
the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS
Congregation responds in bold print.
Please respect the silence of those around you preparing for worship.

PRELUDE

“The First Noel”

Please stand as you are able.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who was in the beginning,
who makes a dwelling among us,
who covers us with justice and mercy.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.
God of goodness and lovingkindness,
we confess that we have sinned against you
and our neighbors.
We have turned away from your invitation to new life.
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden.
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins,
those we know and those known only to you,
for the sake of the one who came to live among us,
Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
Hear the good news of peace and salvation!
God forgives us all our sins,
not through our own work,
but through ☩ Jesus Christ, made known to all people.
With all who come to the manger,
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.
Amen.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you have filled all the earth
with the light of your incarnate Word.
By your grace empower us to reflect your light
in all that we do,
through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
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WORD
FIRST READING

Jeremiah 31:7-14

7

Thus says the Lord: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise
shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, “Save,
O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel.” 8See, I am going to bring
them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of
the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those
in labor, together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping
they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not
stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.
10

Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands
far away; say, “He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him
as a shepherd a flock.” 11For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has
redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They shall come and sing
aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of
the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the
flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they
shall never languish again.
13

Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men
and the old shall be merry. I will turn their mourning into joy, I will
comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the priests
their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says
the Lord.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!
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PSALMODY

Psalm 147:12-20
We will speak the Psalm responsively.

12

Worship the Lord, O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion,
13
who has strengthened the bars of your gates
and has blessed your children within you.
14
God has established peace on your borders
and satisfies you with the finest wheat.
15
God sends out a command to the earth,
a word that runs very swiftly.
16
God gives snow like wool,
scattering frost like ashes.
17
God scatters hail like bread crumbs.
Who can stand against God’s cold?
18
The Lord sends forth the word and melts them;
the wind blows, and the waters flow.
19
God declares the word to Jacob,
statutes and judgments to Israel.
20
The Lord has not done so to any other nation;
they do not know God’s judgments. Hallelujah!
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SECOND READING

Ephesians 1:3-14

3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and
blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us.
With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery of his
will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan
for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and
things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having
been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all
things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to
set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you
also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy
Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s
own people, to the praise of his glory.
L: Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God!
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HYMN FOR REFLECTION

ELW 290
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Please stand as you are able.

GOSPEL

John 1:10-18

The Holy Gospel according to John, the 1stchapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
10

[The Word] was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and
his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but
of God.
14
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John
testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”)
16
From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus
Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to
the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
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CHILDREN’S SERMON
SERMON

“Born and Re-born in God’s Word”

SPECIAL MUSIC

Pastor Aaron

“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

Please stand as you are able.

APOSTLES’ CREED
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church,
the world, and all who are in need.
A brief silence.
Redeeming God, you gather together your people from the farthest parts of
the earth. Give us new birth by the power of your Word and protect us from
stumbling. Let us not be overcome by sorrow, division, or despair. Make us
radiant with goodness, that we might live always to the praise of your glory.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You bring together heaven and earth. All creation testifies to your splendor.
Hold the ecosystems of this earth in delicate balance, from coastlands to
farmlands, forests to wetlands, deserts to rainforests. Show us new ways to
live in harmony with the world around us.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You bring consolation to those who weep. Embrace those who feel far-off,
excluded, or defeated. Accompany those living with chronic and invisible
illness. Sustain the weak and weary. Refresh those who labor under the
weight of pain or sickness, especially Scott, Jim, Dottie, Shirley, Christine,
Kayla, Larry, Mary, Sherry, Linda, Tim, Cameron, Jim, Ron, Cheryl, Gillon,
Jim, Becky, Bernice, Ayano, Marlene, Bertie, Heidi, Matt, Kaitlyn, Levi,
Phil, Colleen, and William.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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You have adopted us as your children and made us heirs of your merciful
love. We thank you for these members who you chose in Christ from before
the foundation of the world: Mary Lu Hetrick; Beth Hile, Jade & Meyah
Smith; Deborah Hile; Linda Hins; Gary & Jeanine Hocker; Janet Hocker;
David & Kathy Hoffman; Herman & Pamela Hopple; Sue Horn; and
Shirley Howard. Seal them with the Holy Spirit, and cause them to grow in
your grace, justice, and peace.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You turn our mourning into joy. We give thanks for those who have died in
faith. In the fullness of time, gather us with all the saints according to the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption in Christ Jesus.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
P: God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these
and all our prayers to you, in the name of Jesus.
Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

SENDING

Almighty God,
who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary,
proclaimed joy through the angels,
sent the shepherds with good news,
and led the magi by a star,
bless you this day ☩ through the Word made flesh.
Amen.

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Share the gift of Jesus.
Thanks be to God.
Please be seated.
POSTLUDE

“March of The Three Kings"

Liturgy and Music used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #13649-S and CCLI License # 2469818
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STEWARDSHIP SNIPPET
“But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood
or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.” ‐John 1:12 ‐13
We begin 2021 with the sure and certain knowledge that the
Christ has given us power and new birth as children of God.
Our world is still filled with uncertainty, suffering, and fear,
but none of these things can undo the hope and promise we have in Christ.

Budgeted amount needed: $8,072.12
Thank You!

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Organist
Lector
Ushers

Pastor Aaron
Pastor Arlyn
Barb Woods
8:30 AM
Mary Jo Frey
Don Grier
Elaine Hess-Strite

Livestream Team

10:00 AM
Joyce McDonald
Dewey Hutsler
Joyce McDonald
Jason Brown
Christie Brown

The children’s bulletins are given to the glory of God,
and in honor of Trinity’s children,
by Barb Montgomery.
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Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran Church
431 Philadelphia Avenue
Chambersburg, PA
www.trinitylutheranchambersburg.org
@trinitychambersburg
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church Chambersburg
@Trinitylutherancburg

OFFICE HOURS
9 AM - 1 PM

Mon. - Thurs.

PASTORS’ CONTACT INFO
Pastor Aaron

office@trinitychbg.org

pastoraaron@trinitychbg.org

717-263-8156

720-448-5228

Pastor Arlyn
rev_pa@trinitychbg.org

717-331-8954

TRINITY STAFF TO SERVE YOU
Senior Pastor

The Rev. Dr. Aaron Smith

Associate Pastor

The Rev. Arlyn Rusche

Visitation Pastor

Ruth Smith

Director of Music Ministries Robert Eyer, Jr.
Office Manager

Christie Brown

Secretary

Anne Crawford

Sexton

Elaine Hess-Strite

Treasurer

Dennis Alleman

Financial Secretary

Sue Derk

Vision
“Growing in God”
Mission Statement
“Seed - Planting and Growing in our Faith
Sow - Sharing the word of God with our community
Steward - Giving to all the love of God
Service - Showing the love16of God with our community”

