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WELCOME TO ALL 
 Welcome to worship at Trinity Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. Even though 
we are spread out and wearing masks, we are delighted to gather as one people in the name 
of the risen Lord Jesus, in whose power over disease and death we take hope. Please use 
this bulletin to participate in the liturgy and take it with you when the service is ended. 
Don’t forget to register each week on our website or by calling the office (717-263-8156) 
for the service that you wish to attend, so that we can maintain appropriate physical  
distancing in our sanctuary. If you are a guest or visitor worshipping with us and did not 
know to register for today’s service, no problem; we have kept open some extra seating 
just in case. Simply plan to register for the service next week – and we do invite you to 
worship with us again! 

 

Bathrooms are located down the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. Our nursery 
is not yet open, but the space is available for special use by individual families. If you visit 
the nursery to settle a child or change a diaper, please let one of the pastors or ushers know 
so that we can be sure to sanitize the room before the next service. 

 

Ushers will dismiss worshippers at the end of the service row by row. Please wait to be 
dismissed, and conduct conversations and fellowship in the fresh, open air outside. We 
trust that as we take such precautions together, we follow our Lord’s command to love our 
neighbor, and we help to ensure that we will be able to continue to gather for worship  
during the pandemic. Thank you for working with us toward that end!  



3 

Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 

Traditional Service with Communion 
 

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say  
reveals surprises in the reign of God.  

In the reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, 
 while God offers repentance and new life. 

 Paul urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility,  
putting the interests of others above our own.  

Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup,  
we offer our lives for the sake of our needy world.  

Please respect the silence of those around you preparing for worship. 

Please stand as you are able. 

Congregation responds in bold print. 

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS 

“Lord,  I Want to be a Christian”  PRELUDE Spiritual 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
     and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

     And also with you. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 

Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
God of love, giver of life,  
you know our frailties and failings. 
Give us your grace to overcome them,  
keep us from those things that harm us, 
and guide us in the way of salvation,  
through Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

Please be seated. 

WORD 
FIRST READING                                           Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
 
1The word of the Lord came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall 
no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the 
parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 
shall die. 
  25Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is 
my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn 
away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the 
iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn 
away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, 
they shall save their life. 28Because they considered and turned away from all the 
transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not 
die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of 
Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your 
ways, says the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise 
iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the transgressions that you 
have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! 
Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and live.  
 
L:  Word of God. Word of Life.   
      Thanks be to God! 
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SECOND READING                                            Philippians 2:1-13 
 
1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 
any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy 
complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 
and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same mind be 
in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
 6who, though he was in the form of God, 
  did not regard equality with God 
  as something to be exploited, 
 7but emptied himself, 
  taking the form of a slave, 
  being born in human likeness. 
 And being found in human form, 
  8he humbled himself 
  and became obedient to the point of death— 
  even death on a cross. 
 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 
  and gave him the name 
  that is above every name, 
 10so that at the name of Jesus 
  every knee should bend, 
  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
 11and every tongue should confess 
  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
  to the glory of God the Father. 
 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in 
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, 
enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure.  
 
L:  Word of God. Word of Life.   
      Thanks be to God! 
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Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL                                                                 Matthew 21:23-32 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 21st chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the 
people came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you 
doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, 
“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also 
tell you by what authority I do these things. 25Did the baptism of John come 
from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, 
“If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe 
him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And 
he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these 
things. 
  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 
‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but 
later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said 
the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two 
did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly 
I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of 
God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and 
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed 
him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe 
him.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
     Praise to you, O Christ.  

SERMON “Freed By Grace” Pastor Aaron 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC Hopkins  “Savior Again, to Thy Dear Name ” 

Please stand as you are able. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the 
mind of Christ. Shape us with humility and obedience so that your love 
may be at work in us.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You have joined yourself to us in the Person of your Son, taking on all 
that threatens us even to the point of death. Preserve and keep your 
creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, 
bring new growth to ground scorched by fire, so that all of creation 
confesses you as Lord.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Our lives are yours, O God. Defend the lives and welfare of children who 
are abused or neglected, hungry or exploited, bullied or lonely. Relieve 
the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or spirit, especially 
Brantley, Scott, Jim, Ray, Jennifer, Rachel, Dottie, Corrina, Shirley, 
Christine, Lillian, Mae, Kayla, Rose, Larry, Mary,  Edie, Sherry, Hazel, 
Linda, Peg, Tim, Cameron, Jim, Ron, Cheryl, Mary Lu, Gillon, Ron, Jim, 
Becky, Bernice, Sue, and Larry.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Continues on next page. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of 
others. Fill us with your compassion and sympathy. Bless our members: 
Adam Stambaugh; J. Ronald Stambaugh; Andrew Stanish; Molly Stanish; 
Scott & Julia Stanish; Nancy Stehle; Ronald Stepler; Diane Sterner; 
Florence Sterner; Hazel Strait; P. Sidney & Suzanne Strayer; and Douglas & 
Ellen Strickland. Make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our 
neighbors.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax 
collectors and prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. 
By their witness, teach us to confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in 
death.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

P: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to   
your mercy; through Christ our Lord. 

 

   Amen. 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, you led your people Israel through the desert, 
and provided them water from the rock. 

We praise you for Christ, our Rock and our Water, 
who joined us in our desert, 
pouring out his life for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 

his life, death, and resurrection, 
we await your salvation for all this thirsty world. 
 

Pour out your Spirit on this holy food 
and on all the baptized gathered for this feast: 
wash away our sin, 
that we may be revived for our journey by the love of Christ. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever.  
Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION 
 

All baptized followers of Christ are welcome at the Lord’s Table.  
Communicants are ushered forward row-by-row.  

Please continue to wear your mask as you come forward  
and simply pull it down when receiving the communion elements.  

Collect an empty cup as you near the front of the sanctuary.  
Wearing a sanitary glove, the pastor will drop a wafer in your hand.  

After you have eaten the wafer, the communion assistant  
will pour wine from the chalice into the empty cup.  

After drinking the wine, please return to your seat along the side aisle.  
Grape juice is available; please request that  

from the communion assistant if you prefer it. 

Please be seated. 
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“Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service”  
HYMN OF REFLECTION ELW 712 
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SENDING 

THE BENEDICTION 
  

Eternal God, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you and lead you into the way of truth and life. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Please be seated. 

POSTLUDE   “Trumpet Tune in C ”  Johnson  
Liturgy and Music used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #13649-S and CCLI License # 2469818 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

We give you thanks, gracious God, 
that you have once again fed us with food beyond compare, 
the body and blood of Christ. 
Lead us from this place, nourished and forgiven, 
into your beloved vineyard 
to wipe away the tears of all who hunger and thirst, 
guided by the example of the same Jesus Christ 
and led by the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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STEWARDSHIP SNIPPET 
 

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,  
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves.  

Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 
 – Philippians 2:3-4 

When we consider the interests of others something beautiful happens:  
Our own interests seem less important, our wants fewer, and relationships flourish. 

Only by aligning our wills and lives with Christ  
may we grow into the fullness of life God desires and intends for us. 

 

Budgeted amount needed: $8,072.12     9/20//2020 Offering: $5,426.15 
Thank You! 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:  
Sunday, September 20, 2020 

In – Person: 48 

Online Worship Service Views: 106 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Senior Pastor Pastor Aaron  

Associate Pastor Pastor Arlyn  

Organist Bob Eyer  

 8:30 AM  10:00 AM  

Communion Prep 
Elaine Hess-Strite 
Lois Hess-Strite 

Dick Snurr  
Linda Snurr 

Communion Assistants 
Kathy Ashway 
Elaine Hess –Strite 

Phil Lobaugh 
Joyce McDonald 

Lectors Kathy Ashway Joyce McDonald 
Ushers Elaine Hess-Strite 

Lois Hess-Strite 
Phil Lobaugh 
Diane Sterner 

Livestream Team  Jason Brown 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God,  
and in honor of Carly’s third birthday, 

by the Vogels. 
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