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WELCOME TO ALL 
 Welcome to worship at Trinity Lutheran Church! We are glad you are here. Even though 
we are spread out and wearing masks, we are delighted to gather as one people in the name 
of the risen Lord Jesus, in whose power over disease and death we take hope. Please use 
this bulletin to participate in the liturgy and take it with you when the service is ended. 
Don’t forget to register each week on our website or by calling the office (717-263-8156) 
for the service that you wish to attend, so that we can maintain appropriate physical  
distancing in our sanctuary. If you are a guest or visitor worshipping with us and did not 
know to register for today’s service, no problem; we have kept open some extra seating 
just in case. Simply plan to register for the service next week – and we do invite you to 
worship with us again! 

 

Bathrooms are located down the hall from the side entrance to the sanctuary. Our nursery 
is not yet open, but the space is available for special use by individual families. If you visit 
the nursery to settle a child or change a diaper, please let one of the pastors or ushers know 
so that we can be sure to sanitize the room before the next service. 

 

Ushers will dismiss worshippers at the end of the service row by row. Please wait to be 
dismissed, and conduct conversations and fellowship in the fresh, open air outside. We 
trust that as we take such precautions together, we follow our Lord’s command to love our 
neighbor, and we help to ensure that we will be able to continue to gather for worship  
during the pandemic. Thank you for working with us toward that end!  

Eighth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, July 26, 2020 
Contemporary Service 

 
As Solomon prays for wisdom,  

we seek to more deeply know the treasures of faith.  
In today’s gospel Jesus offers everyday images  

that reveal to us the reign of God:  
a tree that becomes a sheltering home,  

yeast that penetrates and expands,  
a treasured pearl, a net that gains a great catch.  

Even as we seek the riches of God’s reign,  
the great surprise is that God’s grace finds us first!  
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“Come & Fill Our Hearts” CENTERING HYMN ELW 528 

Please respect the silence of those around you preparing for worship. 

Please stand as you are able. 

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS 
(Congregation responds in bold print.) 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

WORD 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Beloved and sovereign God,  
through the death and resurrection of your Son  
you bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy.  
By your Spirit, give us your wisdom,  
that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ,  
our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

FIRST READING                                                   Romans 8:26-39 
 

Nothing can separate us from God’s love 
 
26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as  
we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for 
words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the 
Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of 
God. 
  28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, 
who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he  
predestined he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.  
 

Continues on next page. 
         



6 

  31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he 
not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against 
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 
died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 
for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress,  
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 
us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor  
anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 
L:  Word of God. Word of Life.   
      Thanks be to God! 

PSALM                                                           Psalm 119:129-136  
 

When your word is opened, it gives light and understanding.     ~ Ps. 119:130 ~ 
 

We will speak the Psalm responsively. 
 

 129Your decrees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with all my heart. 
 130When your word is opened it gives light; 
  it gives understanding to the simple. 
 131I open my mouth and pant 
  because I long for your commandments. 
 132Turn to me and be gracious to me, 
  as you always do to those who love your name.  
 133Order my footsteps in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion over me. 
 134Rescue me from those who oppress me, 
  and I will keep your commandments. 
 135Let your face shine upon your servant 
  and teach me your statutes. 
 136My eyes shed streams of tears, 
  because people do not keep your teaching.  
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Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON Pastor Aaron “The Way of Wisdom” 

CHILDREN’S SERMON  

GOSPEL                                               Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52  

 

Parables of the reign of heaven 
 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven  
is like a mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest  
of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a 
tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 
woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
  44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which  
someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys 
that field. 
  45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls;  
46on finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 
caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 
the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into 
the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
  51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said  
to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 
like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what 
is old.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord.   
     Praise to you, O Christ.  

Please be seated. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
  

 I Believe 
 

I believe, I do believe,  
truly I believe it,  
truly I believe it,  
truly I believe it  
(Repeat) 
 

I believe in God the Almighty Lord Creator,  
Mighty Lord Creator,  
Mighty Lord Creator  
(Repeat) 
 

I believe in Jesus the Savior of the people,  
Savior of the people,  
Savior of the people  
(Repeat) 
 

And I do believe in the power of the Spirit,  
power of the Spirit,  
power of the Spirit  
(Repeat) 
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PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION 

PRAYERS OF INTERSESSION 
 

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit,  
we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Merciful God, your reign is revealed to us in common things: a mustard shrub,  
a loaf of bread, a fishing net. Give us wisdom to discern your work in the world,  
and to add our work to it. Make your way of justice and mercy to overtake the reign  
of prejudice and selfish pride within us and around us. Encourage us by your Spirit  
in the promise that we are your children.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

When your Word is opened, it gives light and understanding. Increase our  
understanding and awe of your creation; guide scientists and researchers,  
especially those working diligently to curb the suffering of the ongoing pandemic.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Continues on next page. 
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As the birds of the air nest in branches of trees, gather the nations of the world  
into the welcoming shade of your merciful reign. Direct leaders of nations to build 
trust with each other and walk in the way of peace. Cultivate empathy amid the  
simmering unrest across our country, and lead us to a just and lasting reconciliation.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Your Spirit helps us in our weakness and intercedes for the saints according  
to your will. Help us when we do not know how to pray. Give comfort to the dying, 
refuge to the weary, justice to those who are oppressed, and healing to the sick,  
especially Brantley, Scott, Jim, Ray, Jennifer, Rachel, Ron, Corrina, Brian,  
Christine, Lillian, Ron, Kayla, Rose, Larry, Mary, Doc, Edie, Sherry, Tim, Cameron, 
Ray, and Jim.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

You show steadfast love and direct us to ask of you what we need. As we continue 
to think about our building and the ministries to which you have called our church, 
help this congregation to ask boldly for what is most needed. Increase our 
knowledge of your will and strengthen our faith. We pray especially for our  
members: Robert; Paul & Bertha; Katherine, Payton, & Audrey; Joyce; Doris;  
Brian; Chad & Alexander; Donald & Susan; Betty; David & Pamela; Louis &  
Linda; and Maria. 
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

In you our lives are never lost. Strengthen us by the inspiring witness of your people 
in all times and places. Embolden our witness now and one day gather us with all 
your saints in light.  
 

Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

P: In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love,  
we offer these prayers to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 “In Remembrance of Me” Cheri Keaggy 
HOLY COMMUNION SONG 

 Please be seated. 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER  

 

God of the welcome table, 
in this meal we have feasted on your goodness 
and have been united by your presence among us. 
Empower us to go forth sustained by these gifts 
so that we may share your neighborly love with all, 
through Jesus Christ, the giver of abundant life. 
Amen. 

Please stand as you are able. 
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SENDING 
THE BENEDICTION 
  

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 
nor things present, nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 
nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 
and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 
bless you and keep you in eternal love. 
Amen. 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

 Please be seated. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW  781 

Liturgy and Music used by permission of Augsburg Fortress license #13649-S and CCLI License # 2469818 
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Senior Pastor Pastor Aaron 

Associate Pastor Pastor Arlyn 

Usher Sue Derk 

LAST WEEK’S ATTENDANCE:  
Sunday, July 19, 2020 

In – Person: 61 

Online Worship Service Views: 128 

Altar Flowers are given to the Glory of God and  
in honor of our 55th Wedding Anniversary,  

by Dave & Becky Morningstar. 

 

STEWARDSHIP SNIPPET 
 

Jesus told them another parable,  
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and  

mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” – Matthew 13:33 
Bread-baking enjoyed renewed popularity during the COVID-19 pandemic,  

so much so that yeast is in short supply.  
Thankfully, it takes only a little dab of yeast to leaven an entire loaf of bread.  

Likewise, a little bit of Jesus in our lives  
encourages us to pursue freedom and justice for all people. 

 

Budgeted amount needed: $8,072.12     7/19/2020 Offering: $20,348.38 
Thank You! 
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